
 
Universal Robotics and Motoman Partner to Set New Benchmark  

for 3D Vision Systems 

 

Companies combine breakthrough software and industrial robots to make 

materials handling more accurate, efficient and cost-effective 

 

Nashville, Tenn. and Dayton, Ohio (October 1, 2009) – Universal Robotics, Inc. and Motoman, 

Inc. today announced a partnership to develop and market an accurate, cost effective and easy-

to-implement 3D vision system solution for a variety of robotic applications. The companies will 

integrate Universal’s Spatial Vision self-calibrating 3D vision software in Motoman’s industrial 

robots.  The Spatial Vision-enabled robots will be initially launched in the materials handling 

market in early 2010. 

 

“Motoman is delighted to partner with Universal to launch a new line of Motoman robots 

enhanced with Spatial Vision,” said Roger Christian, Vice President Marketing and International 

Groups at Motoman.  “The Spatial Vision software is an exciting breakthrough by Universal that 

will allow us to set a new price-performance point in the robotic 3D vision systems market.  

From 3D bin picking to racking, these robots will allow our customers to enhance their 

operations and save valuable time and resources.” 

 

Current 3D robotic vision systems require extensive programming and laborious setup and can 

be very costly to implement and maintain.  These factors have limited the wide adoption of this 

technology in many markets.   

 

Spatial Vision is advancing 3D vision technology and making it viable for virtually any 3D robotic 

application.  The Spatial Vision system is easy to setup.  It enables automatic self-calibration 

with full color and high definition images with millimeter accuracy within a robot’s work 

envelope at a fraction of the cost of current systems.   

 

The Spatial Vision system can automatically identify any dynamic point in 3D space and 

calculate the distance to this point using inexpensive web cams.  It delivers accurate, full-frame 

color results at 960 by 720 pixels four to five times per second.   

 

In addition to 3D bin picking, Spatial Vision-enabled robots are ideally suited to automated 

applications including racking and de-racking of parts, and picking loosely-oriented parts on a 

conveyor belt. 

 



“Spatial Vision software gives robots the real-time high-fidelity input necessary to react to their 

physical environments.  This is an important step towards Universal’s efforts to enable 

machines to efficiently perform difficult or dangerous tasks,” said David Peters, CEO of 

Universal Robotics.  “Motoman is a leader in industrial robotics and we are excited to work with 

the company to create an overall Spatial Vision solution.  These new systems will be utilized 

throughout the materials handling market and have great potential to enhance efficiencies and 

improve operations in additional industries.” 

 

About Universal Robotics, Inc. 

Universal Robotics creates software that enables machines to learn from their experiences, 

react and adapt to their surroundings, and perform tasks that are costly, dangerous or difficult 

for humans to undertake.  The company’s signature technology, Neocortex, which was 

developed over seven years at NASA and Vanderbilt University, will increase efficiency and 

worker safety across industries in applications including warehousing, mining, handling 

hazardous waste and automating vehicles such as forklifts.  www.universalrobotics.com 

 

About Motoman, Inc.  

Motoman provides robots and complete robotic automation for virtually every application and 

industry. Founded in 1989, Motoman has continually gained market share and is now one of 

the largest robotic solution providers in North and South America with more than 29,000 

robotic installations. Motoman’s parent, Yaskawa Electric Corporation, is the world’s leading 

robot manufacturer with an installed base of more than 200,000 robots. For more information, 

visit www.motoman.com. 
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